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Subject-based Banding

NURTURING EVERY CHILD




Why is Subject-based Banding introduced?

“We recognise different abilities ...
and help each student to proceed

at a pace that he can manage.”

Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam
Minister for Education (2003 — 2008)



How does Subject-based Banding help your
child in the long run?

“Our schools and IHLs have created many
more pathways and opportunities to meet
different interests, learning styles and
aspirations.”

Mr Ng Chee Meng
Acting Minister for Education (Schools)
(2015)



Rationale and Intent

SBB is premised on ability-driven education.

Pupils with specific strengths will pursue their
subject(s) of strength to the best of their abilities
while pupils who have considerable difficulties
coping with certain subjects will focus on
building their foundations in these subjects.



What does the Subject-based Banding

mean for your child?

AEvery child will be encouraged to do the
subjects at the level that best meets his/her
abilities

ARemoval of streams in Primary 5 and 6



Why is Subject-based Banding introduced?

ATo provide more flexibility to pupils with
strengths and abilities that vary across
subjects

ATo encourage greater interaction among
pupils with different strengths



Standard vs. Foundation Subjects

AFoundation subjects put focus on mastery of
core content and skills.

AThese are pitched at a lower level as
compared to the corresponding standard

subject.



How does Subject-based Banding work?

At P4

School recommends a subject combination based on P4
examination results. Parents select preferred combination.

At P5

Pupil takes subject combination chosen by parents



How does Subject-based Banding work?

School recommends a subject combination
based on P4 examination results. At P4
Parents select preferred combination.

If your child Your child will be
(at the end of P4) recommended to take
Passes all 4 subjects ® 4 standard subjects +
and performs very well Higher Mother Tongue
in Mother Tongue Language
Language 1) English

2) Mathematics

3) Science

4) Mother Tongue
Combination 1 5) Higher Mother Tongue



Criteria for Higher Mother Tongue

ABand 1 for all 4 subjects (English,
Mathematics, Science and Mother Tongue)

ABand 1 in Mother Tongue and at least
Band 2 for all other su ;’ects (English,

Mathematics and Science



How does Subject-based Banding work?
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Passes all 4 subjects ® 4 standard subjects
English

Mathematics
Science

Mother Tongue




How does Subject-based Banding work?

School recommends a subject combination
based on P4 examination results. At P4
Parents select preferred combination.

If your child Your child will be
(at the end of P4) recommended to take
Passes 3 subjects ® 4 standard subjects
1) English
2) Mathematics
S 3) Science
Combination 2 4)  Mother Tongue



How does Subject-based Banding work?

School recommends a subject combination
based on P4 examination results. At P4
Parents select preferred combination.

If your child Your child will be
(at the end of P4) recommended to take

Passes 2 subjects or less ® 2 standard subjects +
2 other foundation subjects; or
1) English
2) Mother Tongue

3) Foundation Mathematics
_ 4) Foundation Science



